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royal prerogative and the authority of Parliament;
but it made it perfectly plain that continued
infractions of parliamentary acts and royal com-
mands would not be condoned.

Had the leaders of Massachusetts been more
complaisant and less given to a policy of evasion
and delay, it is not unlikely that the colony would
have been allowed to retain its privileges; and
had they been less absorbed in themselves and
more observant of the world outside, they might
have seen the changes that were coming over the
temper and purpose of those in England who
were shaping the relations between England and
her colonies. But Massachusetts had grown pro-
vincial since the Restoration, looking backward
rather than forward and moving in very narrow
channels of thought and life, so that she was
wrapped up in matters of purely local interest.
The clergy were struggling to maintain their
control in colony and college, while the deputies
in the legislature, representing in the main the
conservative country districts, were upholding
the clerical party against some of the magistrates,
who represented the town of Boston and were in-
clined to take a more liberal and progressive view
of the matter. These country members saw in